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Extended Abstract  
Purpose: This paper examines the effects of common method variance with respect to the empirical 
evaluation of technology mediated learning (TML). We argue that the use of self-reported data for the 
major dependent variable of TML, learning success, is insufficient and a major validity threat of past 
research results; thus, we examine the effect of common method variance in TML.   
Design/methodology/approach: We are currently conducting a study on the antecedents of learning 
success measured by three different approaches. We conduct this study with participants of software 
trainings and collected data on independent and dependent variables of our research model. In 
addition, we are provided with the objective learning success measures by the provider of the software 
training. By analyzing the data we are able to investigate how different measurement approaches to 
learning success impact research findings. 
Findings: Our research is currently in progress, and therefore we are currently not able to provide any 
empirical findings.  
Practical implications: Our contribution to theory and practice is an assessment of the reliability of 
self-reported learning success measures and the impact of different measurement approaches for the 
relationships in a TML model. 
Originality/value: Besides the on-going discussion in research regarding the concept of learning 
success measures, our paper is the first that systematically examines the impact of different 
measurement approaches for learning success in the light of common method variance in TML 
research. 
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